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Local Foundations Underwrite Environmental Camps

 for Christel House Academy Students
[Indianapolis, Indiana] – Christel House Academy students from low-income neighborhoods will gain important social, leadership and life skills while learning about the environment thanks to generous gifts from BKD Foundation and OneAmerica Foundation.  Gifts totaling nearly $10,000 will provide hands-on environmental education camps for more than 200 Christel House Academy students in grades 4-8 during the 2008-2009 academic year.  In partnership with Camptown, Inc., an Indianapolis-based nonprofit specializing in outdoor experiences for youth, Christel House Academy students will participate in day and overnight camps that focus on environmental awareness and stewardship, effective leadership and teamwork, personal responsibility and self-confidence. 
“Because the majority of our students live in low-income households, going to camp is simply not an option,” said Carey Dahncke, Principal of Christel House Academy.  “Now, thanks to the BKD Foundation and OneAmerica Foundation, students will gain a greater appreciation for the environment through direct experiences and also gain valuable leadership and social skills as they work together on the outdoor service projects Camptown has created.” 
Camptown’s President, Don Schafer, is delighted with the partnership with Christel House Academy.  “We are very pleased to work alongside Christel House to give students opportunities to develop physically, mentally and emotionally,” he said.  “Our team has created outdoor programming that challenges students to get out of their individual ‘comfort zones’ while learning about the environment at the same time.”      

“The BKD Foundation is pleased to support this exciting new program at Christel House Academy,” said Dawn Howard,at BKD.  “Our Foundation strongly supports efforts that effectively educate and prepare students for the demands of the workplace.  The Christel House Academy-Camptown partnership will increase student self-confidence and leadership, both vital qualities for tomorrow’s workforce.”

Jim Freeman, Vice President of Community Affairs at OneAmerica, adds, “We appreciate and applaud partnerships like that developed by Christel House Academy and Camptown.  When two effective organizations can build upon each other’s strengths to reach more people and do so with an even greater degree of efficiency, everyone wins.”  
Opened in 2002, Christel House Academy charter school serves more than 400 students in grades K-8 and is located in a high-needs neighborhood on the near south side of Indianapolis.  For more information about Christel House, please visit www.christelhouse.org. 
